
Celebrating Asian and Pacific Islander American Heritage
Month

These are some of our favorite middle grade and YA books that celebrate
Asian and Pacific Islander American stories. We have tried to include titles that represent as

many voices as possible, but this list is by no means exhaustive. It is worth noting that
#OwnVoices titles by native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders are not widely available in the

United States.

*If you download this PDF, you’ll be able to use the links to find out more about each book.*

Middle Grade

Contemporary/Realistic Fiction
● Amal Unbound, by Aisha Saeed
● American as Paneer Pie, by Supriya Kelkar
● Amina’s Voice and Amina’s Song, by Hena Khan
● Any Day With You , by Mae Respicio
● The Best at It, by Maulik Pancholy
● The Bridge Home, by Padma Venkatraman
● The Comeback: A Figure Skating Novel, by E.L. Shen
● Finding Junie Kim, by Ellen Oh
● Front Desk and Three Keys, by Kelly Yang
● The Henna Wars, by Adiba Jaigirdar
● Listen, Slowly, by Thanhhà Lai
● Other Words for Home , by Jasmine Warga
● Red, White & Whole , by Rajani LaRocca
● Rickshaw Girl, by Mitali Perkins
● Stand Up, Yumi Chung!, by Jessica Kim
● A Thousand Questions, by Saadia Faruqi
● Unsettled, by Reem Faruqi

https://bookshop.org/books/amal-unbound/9780399544699
https://bookshop.org/books/american-as-paneer-pie-9781662023231/9781534439382
https://bookshop.org/books/amina-s-voice/9781481492072
https://bookshop.org/books/amina-s-song/9781534459885
https://bookshop.org/books/any-day-with-you-9780525707608/9780525707578
https://bookshop.org/books/the-best-at-it/9780062866417
https://bookshop.org/books/the-bridge-home-9781984845092/9781524738112
https://bookshop.org/books/the-comeback-a-figure-skating-novel-9780374313791/9780374313791
https://bookshop.org/books/finding-junie-kim/9780062987983
https://bookshop.org/books/front-desk-scholastic-gold/9781338157826
https://bookshop.org/books/three-keys-a-front-desk-novel-9781338591385/9781338591385
https://bookshop.org/books/the-henna-wars/9781624149689
https://bookshop.org/books/listen-slowly-9781467697033/9780062229199
https://bookshop.org/books/other-words-for-home/9780062747808
https://bookshop.org/books/red-white-and-whole/9780063047426
https://bookshop.org/books/rickshaw-girl/9781580893091
https://bookshop.org/books/stand-up-yumi-chung-9780525554998/9780525554974
https://bookshop.org/books/a-thousand-questions/9780062943200
https://bookshop.org/books/unsettled-9780063044708/9780063044708


Adventure/Fantasy/Science Fiction
● Aru Shah and the End of Time (series), by Roshani Chokshi
● City of the Plague God, by Sarwat Chadda
● The Dragon Egg Princess, by Ellen Oh
● Dragon Pearl, by Yoon Ha Lee
● Girl Giant and the Monkey King, by Van Hoang
● Lalani of the Distant Sea, by Erin Entrada Kelly
● The Last Fallen Star, by Graci Kim
● Peasprout Chen: Future Legend of Skate and Sword (series), by Henry Lien
● The Serpent’s Secret (Kiranmala and the Kingdom Beyond) (series), by

Sayantani DasGupta
● Where the Mountain Meets the Moon, Starry River of the Sky, and When the

Sea Turned to Silver, by Grace Lin
● A Wish in the Dark, by Christina Soontornvat

Graphic Novels
● Measuring Up, by Lily LaMotte & Ann Xu
● Pie in the Sky, by Remy Lai

Historical Fiction
● Inside Out & Back Again, by Thanhaà Lai
● The Night Diary, by Veera Hiranandani
● Prairie Lotus, by Linda Sue Park

LGBTQIAAP+
● The Best at It, by Maulik Pancholy
● The Henna Wars, by Adiba Jaigirdar
● Peasprout Chen: Future Legend of Skate and Sword (series), by Henry Lien

Magical Realism
● Midsummer’s Mayhem, by Rajani LaRocca
● When You Trap a Tiger , by Tae Keller

https://bookshop.org/books/aru-shah-and-the-end-of-time/9781368023566
https://bookshop.org/books/city-of-the-plague-god/9781368051507
https://bookshop.org/books/the-dragon-egg-princess/9780062875792
https://bookshop.org/books/dragon-pearl/9781368014748
https://bookshop.org/books/girl-giant-and-the-monkey-king-9781250802798/9781250240415
https://bookshop.org/books/lalani-of-the-distant-sea/9780062747273
https://bookshop.org/books/the-last-fallen-star-a-gifted-clans-novel/9781368059633
https://bookshop.org/books/peasprout-chen-future-legend-of-skate-and-sword-book-1/9781250294364
https://bookshop.org/books/the-serpent-s-secret-kiranmala-and-the-kingdom-beyond-1-volume-1/9781338185713
https://bookshop.org/books/where-the-mountain-meets-the-moon/9780316038638
https://bookshop.org/books/starry-river-of-the-sky/9780316125970
https://bookshop.org/books/when-the-sea-turned-to-silver/9780316125949
https://bookshop.org/books/when-the-sea-turned-to-silver/9780316125949
https://bookshop.org/books/a-wish-in-the-dark/9781536204940
https://bookshop.org/books/measuring-up-9780062973863/9780062973863
https://bookshop.org/books/pie-in-the-sky-9781250314093/9781250314109
https://bookshop.org/books/inside-out-back-again/9780061962790
https://bookshop.org/books/the-night-diary/9780735228528
https://bookshop.org/books/prairie-lotus/9781328781505
https://bookshop.org/books/the-best-at-it/9780062866417
https://bookshop.org/books/the-henna-wars/9781624149689
https://bookshop.org/books/peasprout-chen-future-legend-of-skate-and-sword-book-1/9781250294364
https://bookshop.org/books/midsummer-s-mayhem/9781499808889
https://bookshop.org/books/when-you-trap-a-tiger-winner-of-the-2021-newbery-medal/9781524715700


Young Adult

Contemporary/Realistic Fiction
● American Betiya, by Anuradha D. Rajurkar
● American Panda and Our Wayward Fate, by Gloria Chao
● The Bone People, by Keri Hulme
● Darius the Great is Not Okay and Darius the Great Deserves Better, by Adib

Khorram
● From Little Tokyo, with Love, by Sarah Kuhn
● I’ll Be the One, by Lyla Lee
● It’s Not Like It’s a Secret, by Misa Sugiura
● The Knockout, by Sajni Patel
● The Love & Lies of Rukhsana Ali and Zara Hossain is Here, by Sabina Khan
● Love, Hate & Other Filters and Mad, Bad & Dangerous to Know, by Samira

Ahmed
● Loveboat, Taipei, by Abigail Hing Wen
● Picture Us in the Light and When We Were Infinite , by Kelly Loy Gilbert
● Parachutes, by Kelly Yang
● Patron Saints of Nothing, by Randy Ribay
● The Science of Breakable Things, by Tae Keller
● Starfish, by Akemi Dawn Bowman
● This Time Will Be Different , by Misa Sugiura
● Tokyo Ever After, by Emiko Jean
● The Whale Rider, by Witi Ihimaera
● Yolk, by Mary H.K. Choi
● You Bring the Distant Near, by Mitali Perkins

https://bookshop.org/books/american-betiya-9781984897169/9781984897152
https://bookshop.org/books/american-panda-reprint/9781481499118
https://bookshop.org/books/our-wayward-fate/9781534427624
https://bookshop.org/books/the-bone-people-a-novel-penguin-ink/9780143116455
https://bookshop.org/books/darius-the-great-is-not-okay/9780525552970
https://bookshop.org/books/darius-the-great-deserves-better/9780593108239
https://bookshop.org/books/from-little-tokyo-with-love/9780593327487
https://bookshop.org/books/i-ll-be-the-one-9780062936912/9780062936929
https://bookshop.org/books/it-s-not-like-it-s-a-secret/9780062473424
https://bookshop.org/books/the-knockout/9781635830590
https://bookshop.org/books/the-love-and-lies-of-rukhsana-ali/9781338582154
https://bookshop.org/books/zara-hossain-is-here/9781338580877
https://bookshop.org/books/love-hate-and-other-filters/9781616959999
https://bookshop.org/books/mad-bad-dangerous-to-know-9781641292313/9781616959890
https://bookshop.org/books/loveboat-taipei/9780062957276
https://bookshop.org/books/picture-us-in-the-light/9781484734117
https://bookshop.org/books/when-we-were-infinite/9781534468214
https://bookshop.org/books/parachutes-7ea58937-635a-4d7e-9be5-26624cbeb3f9/9780062941084
https://bookshop.org/books/patron-saints-of-nothing/9780525554912
https://bookshop.org/books/the-science-of-breakable-things/9781524715663
https://bookshop.org/books/starfish-reprint/9781481487733
https://bookshop.org/books/this-time-will-be-different/9780062473448
https://bookshop.org/books/tokyo-ever-after/9781250766601
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/133497.The_Whale_Rider?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=eStkdJSGb7&rank=1
https://bookshop.org/books/yolk/9781534446007
https://bookshop.org/books/you-bring-the-distant-near/9781250233868


Adventure/Dystopia/Fantasy/Magical Realism/Science Fiction

● The Astonishing Color of After , by Emily X.R. Pan
● The Candle and the Flame, by Nafiza Azad
● The Epic Crush of Genie Lo and The Iron Will of Genie Lo, by F.C. Yee
● An Ember in the Ashes (series), by Sabaa Tahir
● The Infinity Courts, by Akemi Dawn Bowman
● Internment, by Samira Ahmed
● The Ones We’re Meant to Find, by Joan He
● Silver Phoenix: Beyond the Kingdom of Xia, by Cindy Pon
● Spin the Dawn (series), by Elizabeth Lim
● The Tiger at Midnight (series), by Swati Teerdhala
● Titles by Marie Lu (several series!)
● We Hunt the Flame (series), by Hafsah Faizal
● Wicked Fox (series), by Kat Cho

Graphic Novels

● Almost American Girl: An Illustrated Memoir, by Robin Ha (nonfiction)
● American Born Chinese, by Gene Luen Yang (fiction)
● Displacement, by Kiku Hughes (fiction)
● Dragon Hoops, by Gene Luen Yang (nonfiction)
● Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up With Me, by Mariko Tamaki (fiction)
● The Magic Fish, by Trung Le Nguyen (fiction)

https://bookshop.org/books/the-astonishing-color-of-after/9780316464017
https://bookshop.org/books/the-candle-and-the-flame-9781338306040/9781338306040
https://bookshop.org/books/the-epic-crush-of-genie-lo/9781419732096
https://bookshop.org/books/the-iron-will-of-genie-lo/9781419731457
https://bookshop.org/books/an-ember-in-the-ashes/9781595148049
https://bookshop.org/books/the-infinity-courts/9781534456495
https://bookshop.org/books/internment/9780316522700
https://bookshop.org/books/the-ones-we-re-meant-to-find/9781250258564
https://bookshop.org/books/silver-phoenix-beyond-the-kingdom-of-xia/9780061730214
https://bookshop.org/books/spin-the-dawn/9780525646990
https://bookshop.org/books/the-tiger-at-midnight/9780062869210
https://bookshop.org/books?keywords=marie+lu
https://bookshop.org/books/we-hunt-the-flame/9780374311544
https://bookshop.org/books/wicked-fox/9781984812346
https://bookshop.org/books/almost-american-girl-an-illustrated-memoir/9780062685094
https://bookshop.org/books/american-born-chinese-9780606144841/9780312384487
https://bookshop.org/books/displacement-9781250193537/9781250193537
https://bookshop.org/books/dragon-hoops/9781626720794
https://bookshop.org/books/laura-dean-keeps-breaking-up-with-me/9781626722590
https://bookshop.org/books/i-ll-be-the-one-9780062936912/9780062936929


● Pashmina, by Nidhi Chanani (fiction)
● The Prince and the Dressmaker, by Jen Wang (fiction)
● They Called Us Enemy, by George Takei (nonfiction)

Historical Fiction

● Butterfly Yellow, by Thanhaà Lai
● Displacement, by Kiku Hughes (graphic novel)
● The Forest of Stolen Girls and The Silence of Bones, by June Hur
● Last Night at the Telegraph Club, by Malinda Lo
● Luck of the Titanic, The Downstairs Girl, Under a Painted Sky, and Outrun

the Moon, by Stacey Lee
● The Magnolia Sword: A Ballad of Mulan , by Sherry Thomas
● We Are Not Free, by Traci Chee
● The Weight of Our Sky , by Hanna Alkaf

LGBTQIAAP+

● Darius the Great is Not Okay and Darius the Great Deserves Better, by Adib
Khorram

● Hani and Ishu’s Guide to Fake Dating, by Adiba Jaigirdar
● It’s Not Like It’s a Secret and Love & Other Natural Disasters, by Misa Sugiura
● Last Night at the Telegraph Club, by Malinda Lo
● Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up With Me, by Mariko Tamaki (graphic novel)
● The Magic Fish, by Trung Le Nguyen (graphic novel)

https://bookshop.org/books/pashmina/9781626720879
https://bookshop.org/books/the-prince-and-the-dressmaker/9781626723634
https://bookshop.org/books/they-called-us-enemy/9781603094504
https://bookshop.org/books/butterfly-yellow/9780062229212
https://bookshop.org/books/displacement-9781250193537/9781250193537
https://bookshop.org/books/the-forest-of-stolen-girls/9781250229588
https://bookshop.org/books/the-silence-of-bones/9781250229557
https://bookshop.org/books/last-night-at-the-telegraph-club-9781432888763/9780525555254
https://bookshop.org/books/luck-of-the-titanic/9781524740986
https://bookshop.org/books/the-downstairs-girl/9781524740955
https://bookshop.org/books/under-a-painted-sky/9780147511843
https://bookshop.org/books/under-a-painted-sky/9780147511843
https://bookshop.org/books/under-a-painted-sky/9780147511843
https://bookshop.org/books/the-magnolia-sword-a-ballad-of-mulan/9781620148044
https://bookshop.org/books/we-are-not-free/9780358131434
https://bookshop.org/books/the-weight-of-our-sky/9781534426085
https://bookshop.org/books/darius-the-great-is-not-okay/9780525552970
https://bookshop.org/books/darius-the-great-deserves-better/9780593108239
https://bookshop.org/books/hani-and-ishu-s-guide-to-fake-dating/9781645672579
https://bookshop.org/books/it-s-not-like-it-s-a-secret/9780062473424
https://bookshop.org/books/love-other-natural-disasters-9780062991232/9780062991232
https://bookshop.org/books/last-night-at-the-telegraph-club-9781432888763/9780525555254
https://bookshop.org/books/laura-dean-keeps-breaking-up-with-me/9781626722590
https://bookshop.org/books/i-ll-be-the-one-9780062936912/9780062936929


● Meet Cute Diary, by Emery Lee
● Picture Us in the Light, by Kelly Loy Gilbert
● Tell Me Again How a Crush Should Feel , by Sara Farizan (Nobles author!)

Romance

● Anna K: A Love Story and Anna K Away, by Jenny Lee
● Counting Down with You, by Tashie Bhuiyan
● Emergency Contact and Permanent Record, by Mary H.K. Choi
● The Epic Crush of Genie Lo, by F.C. Yee
● Frankly in Love, by David Yoon
● Hani and Ishu’s Guide to Fake Dating, by Adiba Jaigirdar
● It’s Not Like It’s a Secret and Love & Other Natural Disasters, by Misa Sugiura
● Made in Korea, by Sarah Suk
● A Match Made in Mehendi, by Nandini Bajpai
● Meet Cute Diary, by Emery Lee
● More Than Just a Pretty Face , by Syed M. Masood
● A Phở Love Story, by Loan Le
● Rent a Boyfriend, by Gloria Chao
● Symptoms of a Heartbreak, by Sona Charaipotra
● A Taste for Love , by Jennifer Yen
● Tell Me Again How a Crush Should Feel , by Sara Farizan (Nobles author!)
● To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before (series), by Jenny Han
● The Way You Make Me Feel , I Believe in a Thing Called Love, and

Somewhere Only We Know, by Maurene Goo
● When Dimple Met Rishi (series), by Sandhya Menon
● Wicked Fox (series), by Kat Cho

https://bookshop.org/books/meet-cute-diary/9780063038837
https://bookshop.org/books/picture-us-in-the-light/9781484734117
https://bookshop.org/books/tell-me-again-how-a-crush-should-feel/9781616205492
https://bookshop.org/books/anna-k-a-love-story/9781250236432
https://bookshop.org/books/anna-k-away-9781250236470/9781250236463
https://bookshop.org/books/counting-down-with-you/9781335209979
https://bookshop.org/books/emergency-contact-reprint/9781534408975
https://bookshop.org/books/permanent-record/9781534445970
https://bookshop.org/books/the-epic-crush-of-genie-lo/9781419732096
https://bookshop.org/books/frankly-in-love/9781984812209
https://bookshop.org/books/hani-and-ishu-s-guide-to-fake-dating/9781645672579
https://bookshop.org/books/it-s-not-like-it-s-a-secret/9780062473424
https://bookshop.org/books/love-other-natural-disasters-9780062991232/9780062991232
https://bookshop.org/books/made-in-korea/9781534474376
https://bookshop.org/books/a-match-made-in-mehendi/9780316522588
https://bookshop.org/books/meet-cute-diary/9780063038837
https://bookshop.org/books/more-than-just-a-pretty-face/9780316492355
https://bookshop.org/books/a-pho-love-story/9781534441934
https://bookshop.org/books/rent-a-boyfriend/9781534462458
https://bookshop.org/books/symptoms-of-a-heartbreak/9781250199102
https://bookshop.org/books/a-taste-for-love-9780593117521/9780593117521
https://bookshop.org/books/tell-me-again-how-a-crush-should-feel/9781616205492
https://bookshop.org/books/to-all-the-boys-i-ve-loved-before-reprint/9781442426719
https://bookshop.org/books/the-way-you-make-me-feel/9781250308801
https://bookshop.org/books/i-believe-in-a-thing-called-love-ce5c8b8b-3d26-4851-9232-4d0b0c09b9c6/9781250158413
https://bookshop.org/books/somewhere-only-we-know/9781250250780
https://bookshop.org/books/when-dimple-met-rishi/9781481478694
https://bookshop.org/books/wicked-fox/9781984812346

